
If You Have This….. 

Stop Mowing!!! 
Why Is This Happening?    

Find a Solution. 
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Raise Mowing Height to 3”
 

U of M Mowing-Height Study 
photo by: Mary Meyer 

Category 1: Minimum Input, Sunny Location
 

- Generally will not be watered.
 

- Will be fertilized once per year or less.
 

- Will be mowed no more than once per week.
 

- Where a more drought-tolerant lawn is desired.
 

Grass Mix: Mixture of 50 to 60% common type Kentucky bluegrasses and 40 to 50% fine 
fescue. Include at least two varieties from Aquila, Monopoly, Nassau, Newport, Nugget, 
Park, Ram I, Rugby, South Dakota Certified, Sydsport, Touchdown, or other common 
Kentucky bluegrass. One or two varieties of fine fescue (sometimes listed on the seed label 
as creeping red fescue, Chewings fescue, or hard fescue) should also be included. 

Category 2: Minimum Input, Partially Shady Location 
Inputs as in Category 1. 

Grass Mix: Seed with mixture of about 60% fine fescue grasses and 40% shade tolerant 
Kentucky bluegrass. Some of the better shade tolerant Kentucky bluegrass varieties for 
Minnesota include Eclipse, Glade, Touchdown, Ram I, Nugget, and Sydsport. 

UofM Extension, 
Mugas & Pedersen 
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Roots of Native Prairie Plants 

Conservation Research Institute 

compared to Kentucky Bluegrass 

No Mow Lawn Mix (blend of fine fescues) 

Prairie Nursery 
www.prairienursery.com 
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Native Turfgrass Demonstration 
McCrory Gardens – SDSU / Brookings 
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Rain-Sensors 
$16 - $54 
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Water Harvesting with

Rainbarrels
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3P Technik Australia 
www. 3ptechnik.com.au 

Water Harvesting with 

Cisterns 

AboveAbove--groundground

BuriedBuried

Water Harvesting with 

Cisterns 

Source: Target Corporation 
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Plants’ Preference for               
Specific Moisture Zones 

     

(depth to water table, soil-type, organic-matter content) 

Wet (w) 

– saturated to moist soil, year round 

Moist (um)
 

–moist (but not saturated) fertile soil
 

Dry (ud)
 

–dry, well drained soils
 

Plants’ Preference for         
Specific Moisture Zones 

           

www. kinninatives.com 
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Roots of Native Prairie Plants 

Conservation Research Institute 

compared to Kentucky Bluegrass 

www. PrairieNursery.com 

84



www.BlueThumb.org 

85



Chanhassen Residence 
By: Prairie Restorations 

Short-grass 
Prairie 

Tall-grass Prairie 

Planted 20 years ago on heavy clay soils (now has infiltration rates like sand) 

Chanhassen Residence 
By: Prairie Restorations 

86



Chanhassen Residence 
By: Prairie Restorations 

Chanhassen Residence 
By: Prairie Restorations 
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Ham Lake Residence 
By: Homeowners with Prairie Restorations Kit 

Ham Lake Residence 
By: Homeowners with Prairie Restorations Kit 
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Plants’ Preference for        
Specific Moisture Zones 

(depth to water table, soil-type, organic-matter content) 

            

Wet (w) 

– saturated to moist soil, year round 

Moist (um)
 

–moist (but not saturated) fertile soil
 

Dry (ud)
 

–dry, well drained soils
 

Plants’ Preference for             
Specific Moisture Zones 

       

www. kinninatives.com 

89



Roots of Native Prairie Plants 

Conservation Research Institute 

compared to Kentucky Bluegrass 

www. PrairieNursery.com 
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www.BlueThumb.org 

www.BlueThumb.org 
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Some Metro Area Native Plant Nurseries 
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Marsh Milkweed 
Asclepias incarnata 

Prairie Blazing Star 
Liatris pychnostachya 
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Praire Blazing Star
Liatris pychnostachya 

 Marsh Blazing Star 
Liatris spicata 

Meadow Blazing Star 
Liatris ligulistylis 
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Golden Alexanders 
Zizia aurea 

Black-eyed Susan 
Rudbeckia hirta 
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Anise Hyssop
 

Stiff Goldenrod 
Solidago rigida 
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Black-eyed Susan 
Rudbeckia hirta 

Butterfly Milkweed 
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Butterfly Milkweed
 

Fox Sedge 
Carex vulpinoidea 

Height: 18-30” 

Light:  Sun 

Location: Bottom - Middle 
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Big Bluestem 
Andropogon gerardii 

Indian Grass 
Sorgastrum nutans 

Big Bluestem 
Andropogon gerardii 

Canada Wild Rye 
Elymus canadensis 
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Bottlebrush Grass 
Elymus hystrix 

Little Bluestem 
Schizachyrium scoparium 
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Side Oats Grama 
Bouteloua curtipendula 

Side Oats Grama 
Bouteloua curtipendula 
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Canada Anemone 
Anemone canadensis 
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Jack in the Pulpit 
Arisaema triphyllum 

103



Bloodroot 
Sanguinaria canadensis 

Dwarf Bush Honeysuckle 
Diervilla lonicera 
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Dwarf Bush Honeysuckle 
Diervilla lonicera 

Black Chokeberry 
Aronia melanocarpa 
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Raingarden ‘How-To’ Manual 
Wisconsin DNR & UW-Extension 

FREE DOFREE DOWNLOAWNLOADD
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www.BlueThumb.org 

Funding, oversight and guidance: 

Association of Metropolitan 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
Anoka – Carver – Dakota – Hennepin 
Ramsey – Scott – Washington 

Additional program funding (through Contribution Agreement): 

Gregg Thompson 
Urban Conservation Specialist 
metroswcd@isd.net 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
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